Minutes

AOC-SWCS Executive Council Meeting

Wednesday, October 5, 2005, 9:30 AM

Delaware County Ag Service Center Conference Room

Attendance: Tom Zimmerman, Doug Gifford, Mark Wilson, Duane Wood, John Clark, Dennis DeWeese, Steve Hall, Sean Browning, Chris Coulon.
Chris was welcomed to the meeting as the Chapter’s Newsletter editor.

Secretary’s Report- 

· Two sets of minutes were submitted:  
· August 24 Executive Council meeting minutes- Motion to approve as submitted by Mark, seconded by Duane, motion approved.  
· September 16 Summer Meeting: Since membership was not asked to delegate authority to approve minutes to the Executive Council, then this group may not act on it.  The Executive Council by consensus recommends that the summer meeting minutes be approved by the membership.
Treasurer’s Report- 
· Dennis noted that Robert will email a report to the Executive Council this week.  Robert was not able to attend today’s meeting.
OLD BUSINESS

Update from Program Committee on Summer Meeting.-
 Sean thanked all who helped.  The Chapter ended up in the black with the meeting, and also received quite a few donations.  He handed out an evaluation summary showing good overall rating with some negative comments about the tour.  John commended Sean for his effort and organization with the meeting, and for the evaluation.
Dr. Norm Fausey and Dr. Peter Smiley offered to do a symposium on CEAP to the membership at a later date.  The Executive Council agreed to pursue the opportunity.


OSU Student Chapter Update-
On September 29 there was a student organizational fair at OSU.  Robert prepared a brochure for the event. An informational meeting for the students will be on Tuesday, October 18 at OSU. Sean noted that the big selling point is that the Student Chapter would be international in scope, rather than “OSU centric”. Duane suggested that we use the SWCD/NRCS email network to alert supervisors and employees who may be parents of current OSU students to encourage student participation.  Dennis said that he wanted to speak with Brian Slater before pursuing the email distribution, in the interest of not being to aggressive with the OSU leadership.

Newsletter Update-
Chris again was introduced as the newsletter editor. Sean has turned over all such tasks to her.  Dennis distributed an RC&D brochure that she recently produced to showcase her talent.  Chris requested feedback from the group about contents of the next letter and will ask Angel Mauder to submit a summer meeting report.  Mark noted that the election information must be mailed by the end of October to give the required one month duration before ballots are due.  March 1-2, 2006 will be the dates of the Partnership Meeting when new officers will be sworn in.
Certified Professional Erosion and Sediment Control Review Course Training- Dennis noted an announcement of the upcoming training.

Tree Planting Challenges- Doug Gifford reviewed the issue.  He noted that in Pennsylvania, the specs call for an 8’ fence to be built around the perimeter.  At this point there is no recommendation for action by the chapter. Recommendation: Duane suggested that this be considered as a breakout topic for the 2006 Partnership meeting.
NEW BUSINESS

By-laws Amendment- The revised document is on the website and list serve.  Action: Dennis and Steve need to sign an original copy.
Update from Program Committee on Winter Meeting- Sean will be meeting with Chad Amos and the DSWC staff next Friday to discuss the agenda for the winter meeting.  He noted that he still sees value in the day-long workshop and intends to pursue the idea.  Doug Gifford suggested that it be statewide applicable, not scientific, and immediately useful.  Doug Deardorff has enlisted support and ideas from several other members in the state.
50th Anniversary Committee

Tom Zimmerman, who was Chapter President in 1989, is in attendance to provide input to the Program Committee.  Tom stated that the Program Committee is in charge of the planning and that he would provide input to that group, not lead the group.  Sean suggested that we revisit the original meeting agenda and the reason why the group was formed.  He also suggested we produce a newsletter in “retro” format.  It was agreed that the celebration be a part of the summer meeting rather than a separate event.  Recommendation: Dennis will get Tom a copy of names and email addresses of past Presidents so that he can initiate communication with them. It was suggested that we invite Craig Cox to the celebration. Malabar Farms was suggested as a possible meeting site.

Correspondence


Adrian Achtermann’s request- There was discussion about his request to be granted Charter Member status although he missed membership for two years. Mark Wilson motioned to honor Adrian’s request to be recognized a charter member of the AOC, and honor his devotion to the chapter and military service. Sean seconded the motion.  There was discussion about how to document it in the archives. Motion carries, one opposed.

Regional RUSLE2 training-CTIC is looking to sponsor a one-day training.  Not much support within the Council.

House of Delegates Minutes- Tabled, Dennis will email the document to the rest of the Council.

Expectations of SWCS Directors- see above.
Rosida Porter-Family Fund- It was recommended that individuals contribute as they wish, and that the Chapter will not take action.
Next Meeting Date: November 2, 9:30 at Delaware Field Office.
Motion to adjourn at 12:30 by Doug seconded by Duane.
Approved as corrected at the November 3, 2005 Executive Council meeting.
