MINUTES

AOC-SWCS Executive Council Meeting

Friday, October 12, 2007 9:30 AM

Teleconference
Attendance: Kim Browning, Sean Browning, John Clark (part-time), Chris Coulon, Rich Gehring, Irene Moore, Lloyd Owens, Allan Sundermeier.
The meeting was called to order about 9:30 AM by President Owens.

Winter Meeting

Allan needs a location for the meeting. The cabin at the Gwynn Conservation Area was suggested as a possible site. The date is February 5, 6, or 7. Brent will take care of the arrangements for the room and the food. Allan will produce the program. There is a naturalist who may be available to talk about the conservation area. This will be a one day meeting and CEU’s will be available. 

Secretary’s Report: The Council reviewed the minutes from the September 14, 2007 Executive Council meeting. Lloyd had a correction to the list of possible award candidates. Motion to approve the minutes as amended was made by Kim, seconded by Brent, motion passed.

Treasurer’s Report: Irene presented the treasurer’s report. The balance in the checking account was $6389.90 at the beginning of the accounting period. The closing balance as of today is $5519.49. The balance of the scholarship account is $13,026.63. The balance of the envirothon account is $5,430.14.  The summer meeting had 46 paid participants and made a profit of $279.59.  Irene had a question about an invoice she received from the Ohio State Research Foundation.  The invoice was for $1500 regarding an EPA grant. It was suggested that Irene contact Andy Ward or Rob Hamilton to provide more information regarding the invoice. Rich made a motion to pass the treasurer’s report. Sean seconded and the motion passed.  Lloyd would like to buy a group of gavels to pass out to new presidents. He can get five gavels at a cost of $25 each.  He would like approval to make the purchase. The council concurred and Lloyd will go ahead and make the purchase.
Committee Reports

Society Awards

Robert McCall is progressing on the nomination for Andy Ward. Lloyd is working on the nomination for Norm Fausey for the Conservation Award.  Sean is working on the Hugh Hammond Bennett award nomination for Ted Napier. Award nominations are due December 12, 2007. 

Membership

Lloyd stated that Ankeny may go to a weekly update of membership.  Lloyd is going to develop a list of members who have not provided an email address. The current chapter membership is around 170. 

Newsletter

Chris is planning an October newsletter. It will include a new member update of Gary Mast, president’s message, summer meeting recap, Society awards, and winter meeting information. 
Nominating

Sean reported that the ballot is about 75% complete. He has six committed nominees but still needs one nominee for president-elect and one for treasurer. Most of the nominees are NRCS employees. Sean would like to get more diversity in the nominees, but has not had much success. The ballot will be mailed out in the beginning of November with a due date the end of November.  He will check with Larry Tornes to see if he will serve as election teller.
Web Site
Nathan Watermeier is returning to Nebraska. We do not know what impact this will have on the website. Brent will contact Robert to see if he is willing to continue as webmaster since he has access to the system. 
New Business

No new business to discuss.
Next Meeting:
The next meeting will be a teleconference to be held on November 9, 2007 at 10:00. The call-in information will be the same as this meeting.
The meeting was adjourned at 10:13 am.
Respectfully submitted:  

Richard Gehring
