MINUTES

AOC-SWCS Executive Council Meeting

Friday, November 11, 2007 10:00 AM

Teleconference
Attendance: Kim Browning, Sean Browning, Rich Gehring, Irene Moore, Lloyd Owens, Allan Sundermeier.
The meeting was called to order about 10:00 AM by President Owens.

Secretary’s Report: The Council reviewed the minutes from the October 12, 2007 Executive Council meeting. The minutes were approved as sent out.
Treasurer’s Report: Irene presented the treasurer’s report. The balance in the checking account was $5519.49 at the beginning of the accounting period. The closing balance as of today is $5471.49.  There was one expenditure for $48 by Tim Gerber to cover the cost of a plaque that was awarded at the summer meeting. Irene said the $1500 invoice she received from the Ohio State Research Foundation regarding an EPA grant has been taken care of as far as she knows. 

Treasurer’s report was approved as presented.
Committee Reports

Society Awards

There were some questions about the Conservationists Award. Gary Steinhardt asked that he be kept in the loop regarding Society Award nominations. The deadline for Society Awards is December 12. Society Awards can be submitted electronically.
Chapter Awards

Outstanding member has two previous nominations. The status of Outstanding publications award is unknown. Lloyd thinks Brent has some nominations. Sean questioned if the Executive Council needs to approve any nominations. Lloyd does not think it does.
Membership

Dave Libben is sending out notices to lapsed members. We receive weekly notices from Ankeny on the status of members. In Michigan, lapsed members are put on a “friends list.” They continue to receive the newsletter so they are kept in the loop with the hope they will renew. Irene asked if any kind of survey is sent to ex-members to try to discover why they have not renewed.  No one knew of such a survey.

Newsletter

The issue of getting more contributions to the newsletter was raised. Some suggestions from the council included articles from the Envirothon organizers since we donate money to them, committee updates, and Executive Council member profiles. 

Nominating

Ballots were sent out this week. Tom Stockdale has taken over as the election teller. Ballots are due November 30. Sean reported that he has expenses of about $100 for mailing out the ballot.
Web Site
There were questions about the status of the contract for hosting the website. Irene will talk with Robert McCall and see if he knows if and when it needs to be renewed. 
Winter Meeting

The meeting will be held at the Ohio Department of Agriculture. Director Boggs will be unavailable for the meeting. Need a replacement speaker. Allan had some questions about the content of the business meeting. The meeting will include installation of officers, award presentations, a short business meeting, and perhaps agency updates. Lloyd will invite agency administrators to speak. When CEU credit approval is received, that will be listed on the brochure. Allan still needs to fill in some details such as cost. Irene said she will handle the registration like she did at the summer meeting. It was suggested to use the summer meeting registration form as a template. Once the brochure is finalized it will be sent out over list-serves.
New Business

The ENC Region leadership conference will be held in Richmond, IN in late March. It was suggested to invite student chapter officers to participate in Executive Council meetings. We need someone from the University to serve as a liaison to the Executive Council.
Next Meeting:
The next meeting will be a teleconference to be held on December 7, 2007 at 9:30. 
The meeting was adjourned at 10:53 am.
Respectfully submitted:  

Richard Gehring
