
MINUTES

AOC-SWCS Executive Council Meeting

Thursday, June 15, 2006 9:30 AM

Delaware FSC
Attendance: Doug Gifford, John Clark, Sean Browning, Rich Gehring, Dennis Deweese, Dave Libben (part-time), Rob Hamilton (via phone, part-time).
The meeting was called to order at 9:52 AM by President Browning.

Secretary’s Report: The Council reviewed the minutes from the May 18, 2006 Executive Council meeting. Motion to approve the minutes as emailed was made by Doug, seconded by Dennis, motion passed.

Treasurer’s Report: Rob Hamilton was unable to attend the meeting but presented his report via telephone conference call. Sean passed out the treasurer’s report. Rob reported that the balance as of June 1, 2006 was $25,800.16. There were no deposits for the month. Expenses for May included $380.00 to Terraqua SWCS and $120.00 for the registration of student member Robert Millspaugh for the International meeting. A check sent to the Print Shop for the January newsletter apparently was not received. Rob mailed the check in April. Cost for the May newsletter and the January newsletter is $446.18. There was discussion about what to do about the missing check. The bank will charge to stop payment and assess another monthly charge to monitor the missing check’s status. Dennis made a motion to pay the print shop for both January and May newsletter. Doug seconded, and the motion passed. Rob will contact the Print Shop again and ask if the missing check turns up, that they return it to us. Rob submitted a bill in the amount of $28.08 from Doug Deardorff for postage from the scholarship committee. Rich made a motion to pay Doug, Dennis seconded, and the motion passed. Rob reminded the executive council that both CD’s come due in July. There was discussion about different kinds of investments for these funds. John Clark reminded the Executive Council that the by-laws state that the money needs to be in a federally insured account. Dennis reminded Rob that any donations made during the year specifically targeted for either the scholarship fund or the envirothon fund need to be added to the the CD balance when they are renewed. There was some questions on how expenses for either fund were managed. Rich made a motion to accept the treasurer’s report, Doug seconded, and the motion passed. 
Action Item: The Executive Council asked Rob to research local CD interest rates for a term of about 12 months and to report back at the next meeting.

New Business

Silent Auction
· Dennis developed a gift basket comprised of items from Rothschild’s Farms at a cost of $39.87. Dennis will mail the basket to Colorado and will send Rob the receipts. 
2006 Envirothon Donation
· Doug made a motion to donate $200 toward the 2006 Envirothon, Dennis seconded, motion passed. 
2006-2007 Budget

· Rob has only received budget proposals from the scholarship committee. 

Action Item: Sean will contact committee chairs and forward any budget requests to Rob. If no response is received, Rob will use the 2005 expenses to formulate a budget. 

Student Chapter

· Received charter from headquarters, signed by Craig Cox on 2/16/06. Dennis suggested that the executive council approve the purchase of a frame for the charter. There was a discussion about the style of frame and the possibility of displaying it on campus. 
Action Item: Dennis will contact the student advisor and see if the frame would be a good idea and if so, if there are any specifications regarding size, etc. and if it could be displayed somewhere on campus.

Membership Committee
· Dave Libben, Chair of the membership committee reported on the committee’s function. Dave receives monthly updates from Ankeny and sends a letter to members who have let their membership lapse. 
· Chapter display has not been used for over a year. Dave will have the display at the summer meeting.
· John Clark asked for a list of life members. He mentioned that there is a new fee schedule for life members based on age.
· Dave would like to have a vice-chair to cover the northern part of the state.
· The number of members in the chapter has increased slightly in the last couple of years. 
Great Lakes Conservation Listening Session
· Sean attended the Great Lakes Conservation Listening Session in May which focused on water quality. There was discussion about ideas on what can be done with existing conservation programs to improve water quality in the Great Lakes. 
Old Business

Secretary of State
Rich reported that a statutory agent is needed. John Clark suggested that since the by-laws state the Fountain Square is identified as the location for the Chapter, that David Hanselman be asked to be the statutory agent. If David is not agreeable, then ask Tim Gerber. There is a fee of $25 to be reinstated with the Secretary of State and another fee of $50 to change the name of the non-profit corporation. Dennis made a motion to pay the fees required for reinstatement of the Chapter with the Secretary of State. Doug seconded the motion and the motion passed.

It was agreed that the website for the Secretary of State be included in the secretary’s job description in order to help the Chapter maintain currency with the Secretary of State.

Winter Meeting

No action to report.

Program Committee-Summer Meeting
John Clark reported that someone needs to followup on details for the Chapter portion of the meeting and banquet.

Publication Awards Plaque - No action.
2006 Professional Development Update – Doug reported he has run into some resistance from NRCS leadership with participation in this effort.
Newsletter Update-

· Next issue deadline is June 16.
Next Meeting:

· Tentatively scheduled for July 13, 2006, Fountain Square.
Doug made a motion and Dennis seconded to adjourn the meeting at 12:12 pm.  Motion passed. 

Respectfully submitted:  

Richard Gehring

