Minutes
AOC-SWCS Executive Council Meeting

Tuesday, July 19, 2005 9:30 AM

Kottman Hall- The Ohio State University

Room 200
Attendance: Dennis DeWeese, Robert McCall, Doug Gifford, John Clark, Duane Wood, Steve Hall.
Guests: Dr. Jerry Bigham, Director, School of Natural Resources; Dr. Brian Slater, Associate Professor of Soil Science; Renee Johnston, Career Counselor; Marsha Williams, Research Assistant.
The meeting was called to order at 9:40.
OSU SWCS Student Chapter Discussion-
(During the last few months, Robert pursued contact with OSU regarding a Student Chapter, resulting in today’s meeting with the guests listed above.)

Dr. Bigham opened the discussion by saying that he strongly supports the idea of initiating a Student Chapter.  He said that the keys to success are (1) money such as fundraisers to support activities, (2) food provided at functions, and (3) faculty and alumni advisors available on a rotating basis.  The School will have to sell it to students because natural resource careers have little appeal from the surface compared to other careers.  Dr. Bigham is disappointed in the level of student participation in related activities, and stressed that motivation from professionals in the field, such as AOC members, cannot be substituted.  Soil Judging is a popular activity on campus and is now supported by the American Society of Agronomy.  Dr. Bigham contends that it would be better supported by AOC-SWCS because it is a better fit.  
There are about 6 clubs in the School and about 35 in the College.  Students can be attracted to a Student Chapter from the soils majors as well as those in water resource related majors.

Dennis stated that the Society is active in involving students on a national basis.  John mentioned that, in the past, students were encouraged to present papers to the AOC and were recognized for their accomplishments. Dr. Slater stated that he would be willing to be the first “advisor”, and is excited about the effort.
Renee stated that she and other counselors are surveying high schools students about their areas of interest, with the intent of drawing them into the school of Natural Resources because it offers a wider range of careers than most people realize.  Dr. Bigham stated that the School of Natural Resources’ web page will be revised, and suggested that there should be a link to AOC-SWCS.
After Dr. Bigham left the meeting, the group discussed an organizational plan. The first step will be to identify a few members who would be willing to take the lead.  Renee reiterated that it is best to have some younger AOC members advise since the students will more easily relate to them.  Action: Dennis will put a notice on the list serve to gage interest and begin to organize a group.  Brian will host a meeting of interested “committee” members.  The first meeting will be August 24, 9:30 at OSU, Kotman Hall.
Secretary’s Report— The Council reviewed the minutes of its June 21st meeting as presented.  Motion to approve them as corrected by Doug, seconded by Duane, motion passed.
Treasurer’s Report

· Robert presented the up to date ledger.  The down payment for our summer meeting venue and the McGregor Co bill have been paid as approved last meeting.  Balance of $6945.60.

· The 2005 budget was reviewed (handout).
· CDs have been reinvested at Bank One at 3.75%.  This will net about $500 interest toward the 2006 scholarship. A suggestion was made to explore an 11- month CD in the future so that interest withdraw and reinvestment can occur in the same month each year.
· Action: Dennis will inform the scholarship committee of the new investment with the fund.

· Robert presented a $203.41 bill for the current newsletter. Bill to pay for the newsletter. Duane moved to approve the bill, seconded by Steve, motion passed.
· Robert spoke with a local tax consultant to do our annual audit, and the cost should be less than we paid last year. 
· Motion to approve the Treasurers Report by Duane, seconded by Doug, motion passed.

Old Business

· Scholarship Committee: AOC scholarship of $1000 has been tentatively awarded. There were 6 or 8 applicants altogether.  Dennis noted that Doug Deardorff had an excellent evaluation system in place for making the selection.  Justin Hunter, a recent AOC member, was also involved in the selection. 

· SWCS Annual Meeting in Rochester NY- Dennis, Sean and Robert will attend.
· Newsletter Update (see handout).  Targeted to print the first week of August.  Nomination information, outstanding member (Action: Dennis will call Norm Fausey), meeting registration, bylaws announcement, student chapter effort, and scholarship winner will be included.
· Update from Program Committee on Summer Mtg. (see handout)
· By Laws Update- Dennis and John will write an article for the next newsletter advertising the proposed changes.  Our By Laws state that proposed changes need to be delivered to members at least 30 days before the meeting where the vote will occur.

New Business


Michigan Chapter Summer Meeting- Dennis distributed the announcement of their meeting in Sault Saint Marie in August.

Continue review of Strategic Plan- Table until next meeting.  Mark is unable to attend this meeting for family reasons.
Other Business

Seed money for Student Chapter- Dennis questioned if we should provide some starter money for the group.  The general feeling is that we should because it will show our support for the effort, but how much and where it will come is still in debate. Membership donations and direct payment from the Operating Fund were suggestions.  
Next Mtg.-August 24, following the Student Chapter discussion. Around 1:00. at Kotman Hall.  Room number will be announced later.
Adjourn at 11:52 by Robert, seconded by Duane.
Approved as submitted at the August 24, 2005 Executive Council meeting.
